School Matters
The Weekly Newsletter from Newton Poppleford School

Friday 4th February 2022
From the Headteacher
Good Manners Café
At the Good Manners Café we welcomed Elsie and
Emily Jane from Reception, Jax and Sennen from Y1,
Harlan and Sofia from Y2, Noah and Rosie from Y3,
Sophie and Lucy from Y4, Junior and Ben from Y5 and
Elsie and Barney from Y6.

Devon Parents Childcare Survey
Whether you use childcare or not, your voice counts.
The answers you give in this short survey will help the
early years and childcare team in Devon County
Council to plan and make sure there is enough
childcare for you to work or train.
This data is being collected to assess the need for childcare
and will be used with information from childcare providers to
determine the sufficiency of childcare provision in Devon.
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentsChildcareSurveySpring2022/
Exmouth Road in Colaton Raleigh will be closed from Saturday, 12th February until
Monday 14th February whilst a new water supply is installed. For more information
please read the News item on our School Website.
Whole school word count this Spring Term-

3,603,252
This includes 1,134,977 from Leo Murphy alone!
Wow! Super job Newton Poppleford Accelerated Readers!
www.newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk
01395 568300
 admin@newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk
For any Twilight after school club matters please phone the main school number.
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From the PTFA
The TWOSDAY CHALLENGE! Your half term challenge, see the poster below for details!
MR LONG UPDATE! Down to 20st 13lbs this week! Still going in the right direction Mr Long,
keep it up! If you want to encourage him, why not sponsor Mr Long's mission via the School
Gateway?
Mr Long says "Just the 1lb off this week due to family functions. However I have now started
to try and eat my main meal at Lunchtimes if I can, thus giving me more time to work off
those calories. Today also sees the start of an extra 30 minute (minimum) walk in the
evening. Even if raining this can be transformed into up and down the stairs. Work out the
height and as a family climb Snowdon for example. if you climb your stairs 16 times a day
every day until end of February you will have ascended the height of Snowdon. Good luck!"
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From the School Office
Breakfast and Twilight Club
Dear Parents,
We have had a number of occasions recently where children who have not been booked
to attend Twilight or Breakfast club have turned up at the club expecting a place. This
has caused difficulties with staffing on several occasions as staffing is planned in advance
based on bookings. We are also having a large number of last-minute cancellations.
As a friendly reminder:
•
If you require a place for your child please book where possible, by 12:00 midnight
on the Thursday before the week you require the session.
•
If you require a session after this cut off time, please email or phone the school
office to see whether you can book a place. We will book a place for you if we have
sufficient staffing and if we are not at the number limit for the session (the
maximum we can have in a session is 20 children).
•
If the office books a place for your child then please make payment on the Gateway
as soon as possible.
•
Accounts must not get into arrears. The system we use in School Gateway
effectively ‘runs itself’ as parents have to pay at the time of booking. This obviously
cuts down on admin time chasing payments. However, if the office books places
then payment is not taken at the time of booking which means accounts can get
into arrears. Parents must make payment as soon as bookings are made on their
behalf by the school office.
•
If you require a place to be cancelled then please contact the office as far in
advance as possible. We are having a lot of cancellations late afternoon on the day
of the session which wastes admin time in changing registers and informing staff
and can mean we end up being over-staffed for the session. We have always had a
policy that cancellations should be made at least 24 hours in advance in order to
receive a refund (with the exception of illness and exceptional circumstances) but
have not chosen not to implement this. However, as late cancellations have become
an issue we will be re-instating this so please bear this in mind if you need to cancel
a session and please give at least 24 hours’ notice if you require a refund.
To raise awareness of Children’s Mental Week which runs from 7th– 13th of February
we are holding our first ever Wear your Scarf to School Day event on Friday
11th February with all donations going to the charities Neuroblastoma and Children's
Hospice South West, in memory of Finley.
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This week's National Online Safety guide is:
What parents and carers need to know about YouTube.
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